
 

Webster Conservation Commission 
12 July 2017 

 

Present:  Linda Clark, Isabel Brintnall, Chris Schadler (Chair), Bob Quinn, Betsy Janeway, Susan Roman, Sally 

Embley, Mary Jo MacGowan 

 
Guests:  Tracie Sales, DES (Public: Mike Jette, Dee Blake, Therese Aliqua from energy committee Bruce and 

Kate Johnson, George Cummings, three other ladies Peg Boyas, Laura Deming (Salisbury Conservation 

Commission), Sue Boynton 

 
 

Agenda Item Summary 

1.    Appoint Secretary  called to order at 7:05 
Mary Jo will take minutes 

2.    Minutes from May Linda/Betsy approved and seconded 

3.    NH Rivers    

Management and 
Protection Program      
 

 State wide council (appointed Rivers Management Advisory Committee – 

RMAC) 

o Approve nominations 
o Influence Legislation 

o Decision making authority on disposition of state owned lands on 
rivers (within 250 feet or river access) 

 Local Advisory Committees 

o Required to do a River Corridor Management Plan 
o Report to DES (what’s happening on the river?) 

o Comment on Permits 

o Report back to towns (what’s happening on the river?) 
 18 Designated Rivers (Merrimack and others are considered two) 

 1000 miles or rivers and 126 towns 

o First order streams to large rivers (as long as it is perennial) 

 Four designations/classifications (three miles except community) 

o Natural  
o Rural 

o Rural-Community 

o Community (1/2 miles) 
 Some protections vary by classification: 

o Natural (no motor boats) 

o Rural  
o Rural-Community 

o Community (new dams could be developed) 
 Rivers can have multiple designation 

o Area of Blackwater Dam could not be Natural 

 Shoreland Permits, Wetlands Permits, Alteration of Terrain Permits (along 

with underground storage tanks requests) go to LAC 

 Towns along Blackwater 

o Hopkinton 
o Webster 

o Salisbury 
o Andover 

 Ends around 4A – 

o Frazier Brook? 

o Cascade Brook? 
 What is goal of application?   

 Like to see multiple towns working together 

 Benefits (look for signs) 



 

o Recognition by state (legislature must approve) 

o Planning and Permitting 
o River Corridor Management Plan 

 Part of state plan 

o Direct Contacts at State Agencies 
 LAC 

o Water Quality Monitoring 

o Education and Outreach 
o Local River Clean-ups 

o Culvert Assessment 
o Riparian Natural Resource Inventory 

o Host Paddling Trips 

o River Restoration projects 
 No greater control over river 

 Process (1.5 – 2 years) 

o Nomination Committee and Local Support 

o Nomination Document (by June 1) 
 Resource Assessment 

 Determine classifications 

 Letters of support 
o Nomination Review 

 Reviewed by Rivers and Lakes Programs Manager and 
RMAC 

 Public hearings/site visits 
 Review/recommendations NHDES Commissioner 

o Designation by State Legislature 

 Towns nominate LAC members but approved by NHDES Commissioner 

 Central NH Regional Planning 

 Required maps 

o Classifications 
o Stream order map (because of Shoreland Water Quality Protection 

Act)  
o All of Blackwater is fourth and fifth order 

o Fourth order or higher fall under Shoreland Water Quality 

Protection Act (250 feet of Shoreland) 
o First and Second order streams protect 50 feet 

 
 

 Ruth Ward on LMAC and legislator 

Someone needs to sponsor 
Sam Dunfey 

604B – need money!! 
Warner is online DES and River Management 

Submitted 5/31/17 for Warner 

Oxbows – not part of the river but are included in the land that is ¼ mile out 
Town Properties  Dispose of town own lands 

 Feedback before meeting at end of month 

 Last inventory 2013 

 Need to check warrant article 

Meeting was adjourned at  
 
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by:  Mary Jo MacGowan 

 
 


