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Preface

Why a Master Plan?

The State of New Hampshire requires that every duly established Planning Board prepare,
encourage interest in, promote understanding of, and periodically update a Master Plan to guide
the development of the municipality. (RSA 674:1) The statutes recommend Master Plan
revisions at 5- to 10-year intervals. (RSA 674:3-1I)

What is a Master Plan?

A town’s master plan sets down as clearly and practically as possible the best and most
appropriate future development of the town, in order to:

e Aid the Planning Board in designing ordinances that preserve and enhance the quality of life
and culture deemed desirable by the town’s residents.

¢ Guide the Planning Board in the performance of its other duties in a manner that achieves the
principles of smart growth, sound planning, and wise resource protection.

e (Give legal standing to the ordinances and other implementation measures generated by the
Planning Board.

By statute (RSA 674:2-11), a master plan must include a “vision statement™ articulating the

desires of the town’s citizens, and a “land use section” addressing the nature of future land use.

A range of other topics are optional.

How did this Master Plan update come about?

Recognizing that the previous version of Webster’s Master Plan (adopted in 1985 and revised in
1992) was overdue for an update, the Planning Board in early 2003 assembled a Master Plan
Committee and charged them with proposing an appropriately revised Master Plan. The
Committee began by holding forums seeking inputs from a variety of interested citizens and
creating a vision statement based on those inputs.

To obtain needed expertise and guidance, the Town contracted with the Central New Hampshire
Regional Planning Commission (CNHRPC) for assistance with various aspects of the Master
Plan.

The Committee prepared and distributed a survey seeking opinions on a wide range of subjects
from all Webster property owners, obtaining an impressive 30% response rate. The results of
that survey were a major resource for the Committee’s subsequent work.

The Committee established a steering committee and a number of subcommittees, each
responsible for one section of the eventual document. The resulting drafts were reviewed
initially at the steering committee level and then in preliminary fashion by the Planning Board.
After incorporating changes suggested during those reviews, the document was assembled and
presented to the Planning Board for review and public hearing in June, 2005. Following final
review and consideration of public inputs, the document was adopted in its present form by the
Planning Board.
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Vision Statement

It is envisioned that Webster will remain a
predominantly rural and residential community, with
emphasis on maintaining agricultural land, managed
and unmanaged forest land, and other open spaces.
Development regulations will promote single family
homes and creative practices to preserve open space
and conserve resources. The Town will seek ways to
manage the pressures for continued growth while
providing the current basic level of services for
citizens. Webster values its '"small town" rural
atmosphere and associated quality of life, and the
town will continue to take measures to maintain its
community character, identity, and civic continuity.
The Town will place high priority on the protection
and preservation of its land and water resources and
on low impact recreational activities in order to
sustain its resources and way of life for future
generations.
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